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NevAdA senator harry reid 
met on oct. 16 with members 
of the Las vegas Chapter of the 

National Asian Pacific American Wom-
en’s forum (NAPAWf), the only nation-
al, multi-issue Asian Pacific American 
women’s organization in the country. 
the special event was held to discuss 
issues that are important to the Asian 
American community, particularly the 
need to end to human trafficking and 
making healthcare more affordable.

AJPress Photos by Robert Macabagdal

Los ANGeLes—Ultimate fighting 
Championship (UfC) President dana 
White had nothing good to say about 

filipino-American mixed martial Arts fighter 
Brandon “the 
truth” vera dur-
ing the post-fight 
press conference 
following UfC 
89.

“ B r a n d o n 
vera, its like he 
lost something 
in that year off,” 
White said. “I 
d o n t  k n o w 
what it was.  
h e  d o e s n t 
h a v e  t h a t 
killer instinct, 
he doesn't go 

White says Vera 
lost confidence

Reid meets with Las Vegas NatioNaL 
asiaN Pacific ameRicaN womeN’s foRum

the forum’s mission is to build a 
movement to advance social justice 
and human rights for Asian Pacific 
American women and girls.

“the Asian American community is 
very important to Nevada and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak to you 
today,” reid said. “human trafficking 
is a serious crime that has a particularly 
strong impact on our state. It is im-
portant that those who have been traf-
ficked into the United states are treated 
as victims and not as criminals. 

“We also must cut health insurance 
costs and improve healthcare quality. 
Korean Americans, Native hawaiians 
and Pacific Islanders are twice as likely 

to be uninsured than white Americans. 
that statistic is unacceptable; access 
must be expanded and we must stop 
denying health care to legal immigrant 
children.”

the distinguished participants in-
cluded UNLv Associate Professor Kath-
leen Ja sook Bergquist; marie mortera 
and hetty Chang of KvBC Channel 3; 
AIG financial Advisor hwayeon Lee; 
UNLv Program manager for Women’s 
research CeNter diana thu-thao 
rhodes; Lloyd minndie of the Injured 
Police officers fund; Attorneys Berna-
dette rigo, maricar magana, tina Yan; 
and UNLv Boyd school of Law students 
Barbara mcdonald and mia Ji. g

AAPI voters mobilize to impact 
Nevada election results

Unprecedented coalition encourages early voting,
phonebanks, canvassing, and voter protection
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L As veGAs— the nonpartisan coalition one Nevada, in 
partnership with APALA-Nv and APIAvote, continues 
its Gotv campaign by encouraging early voting, phone 

banking infrequent registered AAPI voters daily, and canvassing 
highly concentrated AAPI neighborhoods to increase the AAPI 
vote. With Nevada’s 5 electoral votes in the air, a once emerging 
AAPI community, comprising about 102,000 eligible voters, is 
now Nevada’s key electorate.

Increasing community power through voting
“Now is the time to exercise our power as a com-

munity. one Nevada has been working in Clark 
County since 2000, and unlike campaigns, we are 
here for the long haul, helping to build and em-
power communities to have strong involvement and 
infrastructure for the future,” said APIAvote board 
member Gloria Caoile. 

“this is our third presidential cycle, and we are 

building off a momentum that has outlived cam-
paigns, and we hope to work with the community 
and political parties so that AAPIs in Nevada are at 
the voting booths,” said rozita v. Lee, APALA-Nv 
Chapter president. “efforts here in Nevada have really 
united AAPIs. It makes me really proud to be part of 
such grassroots efforts,” said Lee.

Voter registration efforts
one Nevada kicked off this election campaign 

with new voter registration efforts. starting from a 
list of tens of thousands of AAPI households, one 
Nevada plowed through hundreds of bad numbers, 
and made contact with 22,000 AAPI households. In 
addition, one Nevada was able to update the very 
outdated list, for future election work.

“since the registration deadline has passed, we 
have moved on to early voting and targeting infre-
quent voters. But we are really energized by our 
progress in registering new AAPI voters,” said Lee. 
over the registration period, we made 22,000 phone 
calls, and registered close to 1,000 new AAPI voters, 
which is quite a milestone,” said Lee.

Reaching infrequent voters & encouraging 
early voting

Now the focus is on getting infrequent voters to 
vote and to get voters to vote early as well. 

“With Nevada being such a 24-hour town, and 
not a typical 9-5 kind of work culture, we want to 
encourage our AAPIs to vote early if they can,” 
said Lee.


